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Abstract
Cultural diplomacy has increasingly become an important approach
to strengthening international relations through cultural exchange
and artistic collaboration. This study examines the ethical dimensions
of artistic cooperation in cultural diplomacy through the
collaboration between the Jakarta Arts Council (Dewan Kesenian
Jakarta — DKJ) and the Ukrainian Institute in 2024. The research
aims to analyze how ethical principles shape artistic collaboration

Keywords: and how cultural initiatives function as diplomatic instruments in the
cultural diplomacy; artistic context of global conflict. This study employs a qualitative research
collaboration; ethical cultural design, using document analysis and a literature review to explore
cooperation; jakarta arts council; cultural programs, institutional reports, and scholarly sources related

to cultural diplomacy and artistic exchange. The findings indicate
that artistic collaboration serves as an effective medium for
promoting intercultural dialogue, strengthening international cultural
relations, and expanding networks among artists and cultural
institutions. Ethical principles such as respect for cultural diversity,
neutrality in political contexts, and intercultural dialogue play an
important role in ensuring that artistic initiatives remain constructive
platforms for cultural communication. However, challenges related
to political sensitivity, cultural representation, and institutional
coordination may influence the implementation of cultural
diplomacy initiatives. Overall, the study demonstrates that ethical
artistic collaboration can contribute significantly to cultural
diplomacy by fostering cultural understanding and international
cooperation, even in times of geopolitical tension.

governance in cultural exchange

INTRODUCTION

Cultural diplomacy has become an increasingly important instrument in international
relations, enabling countries and cultural institutions to foster cooperation, strengthen
intercultural dialogue, and build mutual understanding through cultural exchange (Atta &
Siddiq, 2023; Cabauatan, 2024; Enaim, 2023; Kimani, 2023; Saaida, 2023; Samira & Karfa,
2024; Zlotnyk et al., 2024). Unlike traditional diplomacy, which primarily relies on political
negotiation or economic influence, cultural diplomacy emphasizes culture, art, and creative
expression as channels of communication between societies. The Jakarta Arts Council (Dewan
Kesenian Jakarta — DKJ) is an autonomous cultural institution established in 1968 to support
the development of the arts in Jakarta through six artistic committees. DKJ functions as a
strategic partner of the provincial government in advancing cultural programs and international
collaborations (DKJ, 2024). The Ukrainian Institute, under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
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Ukraine, is a national cultural diplomacy body responsible for promoting Ukrainian culture
globally and strengthening international cultural relations (Ukrainian Institute, 2024). In 2024,
DKJ and the Ukrainian Institute formalized a cultural cooperation initiative involving
exhibitions, performances, and artist exchanges as part of a broader effort to foster intercultural
dialogue during the ongoing geopolitical conflict affecting Ukraine. Nye (2004) argues that
culture constitutes a central component of soft power because it allows actors to influence
international perceptions through attraction rather than coercion. Through artistic exchange,
cultural institutions can therefore create meaningful connections between communities and
contribute to shaping international cultural relations.

The role of cultural diplomacy has expanded significantly in the contemporary global
context, as cultural institutions, artists, and creative communities increasingly participate in
international engagement. Cultural diplomacy involves the exchange of ideas, artistic
expressions, and cultural practices among nations to promote mutual understanding
(Cummings, 2003). Similarly, Schneider (2006) notes that cultural diplomacy often functions
as an informal diplomatic channel that facilitates dialogue between societies, even when
political relations are complex. In this sense, cultural diplomacy extends beyond state actors
and includes cultural organizations that promote artistic collaboration and cultural
communication.

Art plays a particularly significant role in cultural diplomacy because it transcends
linguistic, political, and geographical boundaries. Artistic exhibitions, performances, and
cultural events create spaces for dialogue that allow audiences to encounter diverse cultural
perspectives. Scholars have argued that cultural products and artistic initiatives function as
symbolic tools in shaping international perception and fostering cultural understanding (Clarke,
2016). Furthermore, artistic collaboration contributes to public diplomacy by engaging foreign
publics in cultural experiences that promote intercultural awareness and mutual respect (Cull,
2008).

However, the implementation of cultural diplomacy becomes more complex when
artistic collaboration occurs in the context of geopolitical tensions or global conflict. Cultural
initiatives carried out during periods of conflict often involve ethical considerations related to
representation, neutrality, and political sensitivity. Cultural diplomacy is therefore not value-
neutral but is shaped by broader social and political contexts that influence how cultural
activities are interpreted by audiences (Ang, 2015). In situations of global crisis, cultural
diplomacy can function as a platform for communication and solidarity, helping societies
maintain dialogue despite political tensions (Belfiore, 2022).

In response to these challenges, ethical frameworks have become increasingly important
in guiding international cultural cooperation. Ethical cultural engagement emphasizes respect
for cultural diversity, intercultural dialogue, and responsible cultural representation in global
interactions. Philosophical perspectives on global ethics highlight the importance of
cosmopolitan values that encourage mutual respect among cultures in an interconnected world
(Appiah, 2006; Nussbaum, 2019). Such perspectives provide a normative foundation for
international artistic collaboration that prioritizes dialogue, understanding, and shared human
experiences.

Global cultural policy institutions have also emphasized the importance of ethical
cultural cooperation in international relations. International frameworks developed by
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UNESCO highlight the need to protect cultural diversity while promoting intercultural dialogue
and creative exchange among societies (UNESCO, 2005, 2018). These frameworks encourage
cultural institutions to implement collaborative cultural initiatives that strengthen cultural
understanding while respecting cultural identities and social contexts.

Previous studies have widely explored the role of cultural diplomacy in shaping
international relations and cultural engagement. Research on public diplomacy highlights that
cultural initiatives are effective tools for engaging foreign audiences and strengthening
international cultural relations (Cull, 2008; Leonard, 2002). Cultural diplomacy has historically
functioned as a bridge between societies, particularly during periods of political tension, when
cultural exchange can maintain communication across national boundaries (Gienow-Hecht,
2010; Arndt, 2005).

Contemporary research further demonstrates that cultural diplomacy has evolved to
involve a wider range of actors beyond governments. Cultural institutions, artists, and civil
society organizations now play a central role in promoting international cultural exchange
(Pamment, 2013; Cooper, 2010). Cultural collaboration therefore contributes to the
development of international networks that support global cultural dialogue and creative
partnerships.

Studies have also examined the role of cultural diplomacy during periods of conflict and
global crisis. Cultural initiatives can function as instruments of communication that promote
understanding and solidarity among societies facing political challenges (Belfiore, 2022;
Chaban, 2020). In the context of Ukraine, cultural diplomacy has been used as a strategy to
strengthen international cultural engagement and communicate Ukrainian cultural identity to
global audiences (Pankieiev, 2021).

Despite the growing body of research on cultural diplomacy, several gaps remain in the
literature. Most previous studies focus primarily on state-level cultural diplomacy strategies or
national cultural policies. Limited attention has been given to the ethical dimensions of artistic
collaboration between cultural institutions, particularly when such collaborations occur in the
context of ongoing geopolitical conflict. Furthermore, there is still limited research examining
cultural partnerships between institutions from different regions, especially between Southeast
Asia and Eastern Europe.

The collaboration between the Jakarta Arts Council and the Ukrainian Institute in 2024
provides a relevant case for examining these issues. This collaboration represents a form of
cultural diplomacy that connects Indonesian and Ukrainian cultural institutions through artistic
initiatives despite the broader geopolitical tensions affecting Ukraine. Studying this
collaboration offers insights into how ethical considerations shape international artistic
cooperation and how art functions as a platform for intercultural dialogue.

Based on these considerations, this study aims to analyze the ethical dimensions of
artistic collaboration within cultural diplomacy through the case of the cooperation between
the Jakarta Arts Council and the Ukrainian Institute in 2024. Specifically, this research seeks
to explore how ethical principles influence artistic collaboration, how artistic initiatives
function as instruments of cultural diplomacy in the context of global conflict, and how cultural
institutions navigate political sensitivities while promoting intercultural communication.
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RESEARCH METHODS

This study employed a qualitative research design to explore the ethical dimensions of
artistic collaboration within cultural diplomacy. This approach enabled an in-depth
examination of how ethical considerations shaped artistic cooperation between cultural
institutions in the context of global conflict. It also allowed the researcher to analyze the
dynamics of cultural diplomacy and ethical collaboration between institutions.

The population of this study consisted of cultural practitioners, institutional
representatives, and stakeholders involved in the artistic collaboration between the Jakarta Arts
Council and the Ukrainian Institute. The research focused on individuals who directly
participated in the planning, organization, and implementation of collaborative artistic
activities in 2024.

The research was conducted in Jakarta, Indonesia, particularly within programs
organized by the Jakarta Arts Council as part of its collaboration with the Ukrainian Institute.
Additional contextual information was obtained through online platforms and institutional
publications related to the cooperation between the two institutions.

Data were collected using several qualitative techniques. First, in-depth interviews were
conducted with key informants, including cultural administrators, artists, and program
coordinators involved in the collaboration. These interviews explored their perspectives on
ethical considerations, diplomatic values, and the implementation of artistic cooperation during
a period of global conflict.

Second, document analysis was conducted on official reports, exhibition catalogs,
institutional statements, press releases, and program documentation related to the collaboration.
This method provided contextual understanding of the artistic initiatives and their broader
objectives.

Third, a review of media and academic literature was carried out to examine publications,
policy documents, and reports related to international artistic collaboration. The combination
of these methods enabled data triangulation and strengthened the reliability of the findings.

The data were analyzed using thematic analysis, which involved identifying patterns and
themes within the qualitative data. The process included data organization, coding,
categorization, interpretation, and synthesis. Interview transcripts and documents were
reviewed to identify themes related to ethical collaboration, cultural diplomacy practices, and
artistic communication during conflict.

Through this analytical process, the researcher interpreted how ethical values were
reflected in the collaboration between cultural institutions and how artistic initiatives
functioned as instruments of cultural diplomacy. This analysis generated insights into the role
of art in promoting intercultural dialogue and ethical international cooperation.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Overview of Cultural Collaboration between DKJ and Ukrainian Institute

Cultural collaboration has increasingly become an important instrument in strengthening
international relations through non-political channels. Artistic cooperation between cultural
institutions often functions as a form of cultural diplomacy that promotes dialogue, mutual
understanding, and intercultural exchange. In 2024, a collaborative initiative between the
Jakarta Arts Council and the Ukrainian Institute emerged as an example of artistic diplomacy
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aimed at fostering cultural engagement between Indonesia and Ukraine. This collaboration
demonstrates how cultural institutions can contribute to international cultural relations despite
the broader geopolitical tensions surrounding the ongoing conflict in Ukraine.

The collaboration was implemented through several artistic and cultural programs
designed to encourage intercultural dialogue and promote artistic exchange. These programs
involved visual arts exhibitions, cultural discussions, and collaborative performances that
brought together artists, cultural practitioners, and audiences from both countries. Through
these activities, the collaboration sought to highlight shared cultural values, artistic expression,
and global solidarity through the medium of art.

From an institutional perspective, the Jakarta Arts Council acted as the primary cultural
platform in Indonesia responsible for facilitating artistic programs, exhibitions, and cultural
dialogue in Jakarta. Meanwhile, the Ukrainian Institute represented Ukraine’s cultural
diplomacy institution responsible for promoting Ukrainian culture internationally and building
cultural networks with global partners. Their partnership reflects a broader effort to expand
cultural diplomacy through artistic collaboration between cultural institutions from different
regions.

Furthermore, the collaboration was carried out in a global context characterized by
political tensions and international conflict. In such circumstances, artistic collaboration plays
a significant role in maintaining cultural dialogue across national boundaries. Art can serve as
a neutral medium that encourages communication and solidarity without directly engaging in
political discourse. Therefore, the collaboration between the Jakarta Arts Council and the
Ukrainian Institute illustrates how cultural institutions can utilize artistic initiatives as
platforms for diplomacy and intercultural engagement.

Table 1. Forms of Artistic Collaboration Programs between DKJ and Ukrainian

Institute (2024)
No Program Activity Type of Art Organizing Institution Location Year
1 Cultural Art Exhibition Visual Arts DKJ &  Ukrainian Jakarta 2024
Institute
2 Cultural Dialogue Forum Cultural Discussion DKJ Jakarta 2024
Artistic Performance Performing Arts Ukrainian Institute & Jakarta 2024
Collaboration DKJ
4 Cultural Exchange Program Multidisciplinary DKJ &  Ukrainian Jakarta 2024
Arts Institute

Source: Jakarta Arts Council (DKJ) and Ukrainian Institute, 2024

Table 1 illustrates the main artistic programs implemented as part of the collaboration.
These initiatives reflect the diversity of cultural activities used as instruments of cultural
diplomacy. The programs not only facilitated artistic exchange but also created opportunities
for dialogue between artists, cultural institutions, and audiences from different cultural
backgrounds. Through these collaborative activities, the partnership contributed to
strengthening cultural ties and expanding the role of art in international diplomacy.
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Governance Dimensions in International Artistic Collaboration

Governance plays a critical role in ensuring that international artistic collaborations
operate transparently, responsibly, and in alignment with institutional mandates. In the DKJ —
Ukrainian Institute partnership, governance can be understood through three dimensions:
institutional legitimacy, decision-making, and risk management.

First, institutional legitimacy is grounded in the formal mandates of both organizations.
DKJ, as an arts council established by regional regulation, holds the authority to develop
cultural programs and engage in international cooperation (DKJ, 2024). The Ukrainian
Institute, mandated by the Ukrainian government, is responsible for cultural diplomacy and
global cultural engagement (Ukrainian Institute, 2024). This alignment of mandates
strengthens the governance foundation of the collaboration.

Second, decision-making mechanisms were formalized through a memorandum of
understanding outlining program scope, responsibilities, and coordination processes. Joint
curatorial discussions ensured that artistic outputs reflected shared values and cultural
sensitivity, consistent with collaborative governance principles described by Cummings (2003)
and Schneider (2006).

Third, risk management and compliance were essential due to the geopolitical context.
Both institutions adopted communication strategies emphasizing cultural dialogue rather than
political advocacy, aligning with Ang’s (2015) argument that cultural diplomacy must navigate
political sensitivities carefully. Curatorial collaboration also mitigated risks of cultural
misrepresentation, supporting institutional accountability as highlighted by Belfiore (2022).

Ethical Principles in Artistic Collaboration

Ethical considerations play a crucial role in shaping international cultural collaboration,
particularly when artistic cooperation occurs in the context of global political tensions. Cultural
diplomacy initiatives must carefully balance artistic freedom, cultural sensitivity, and
institutional responsibility to avoid misinterpretation or politicization of cultural activities. In
the collaboration between the Jakarta Arts Council and the Ukrainian Institute, ethical
principles were reflected in how both institutions framed their artistic programs as platforms
for dialogue rather than political advocacy.

One of the key ethical principles identified in the collaboration is respect for cultural
diversity. Artistic programs were designed to highlight the cultural heritage and creative
expressions of both Indonesian and Ukrainian artists without privileging one cultural narrative
over another. This approach ensured that cultural exchange occurred in a mutually respectful
environment, allowing artists from both countries to present their perspectives while
maintaining sensitivity toward cultural differences.

Another important ethical dimension is neutrality and cultural sensitivity in a conflict
context. Because the collaboration involved an institution representing a country experiencing
geopolitical conflict, the organizers needed to ensure that artistic events did not become arenas
for political confrontation. Instead, the programs emphasized artistic expression, cultural
storytelling, and shared human experiences. This approach reflects the broader principle that
art can serve as a neutral space for dialogue even when political relations are complex.

The collaboration also highlighted the importance of intercultural dialogue as an ethical
foundation for cultural diplomacy. Through exhibitions, performances, and discussions, the
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programs encouraged audiences to engage with Ukrainian culture while also reflecting on
global issues related to peace, solidarity, and cultural understanding. Such initiatives
demonstrate how artistic collaboration can promote empathy and mutual awareness across
different cultural communities.

Cultliral Diplomacy

i — |

Cultural Respect Neutrality Dialogue
Ethical Artistic Collaboration ——— l I

Figure 1. Ethical Dimensions of Artistic Cultural Diplomacy

Figure 1 illustrates the key ethical dimensions identified in the collaboration between
cultural institutions. Cultural respect, neutrality, and dialogue form the foundation of ethical
artistic cooperation, enabling cultural diplomacy initiatives to operate effectively even within
complex global contexts. These principles help ensure that artistic collaboration remains
focused on cultural exchange and intercultural understanding rather than political
confrontation.

Role of Art in Cultural Diplomacy During Global Conflict

Art plays a significant role in cultural diplomacy, particularly during periods of global
conflict when traditional diplomatic channels may face limitations. Artistic initiatives provide
alternative platforms for communication, allowing societies to maintain dialogue and cultural
engagement despite geopolitical tensions. In the collaboration between the Jakarta Arts Council
and the Ukrainian Institute, art functioned as a medium through which cultural narratives,
artistic identities, and shared human experiences could be communicated to broader audiences.

One important function of art in this context is facilitating intercultural communication.
Artistic works such as exhibitions, performances, and visual storytelling allow audiences to
engage with cultural narratives from different countries without requiring direct political
discourse. Through artistic expression, cultural messages can be conveyed in symbolic and
emotional ways that encourage empathy and understanding. This form of communication helps
bridge cultural differences and fosters dialogue between societies that may otherwise have
limited interaction.

Art also contributes to expressing solidarity and cultural support during conflict
situations. Cultural institutions often use artistic platforms to demonstrate international
solidarity with communities experiencing crisis or conflict. In the case of the collaboration
between Indonesian and Ukrainian cultural institutions, artistic activities provided
opportunities to introduce Ukrainian cultural identity to Indonesian audiences while promoting
global awareness about the importance of cultural resilience. Such initiatives illustrate how
artistic expression can strengthen cultural ties and generate global support through creative
engagement.
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Another significant role of art in cultural diplomacy is its function as soft diplomacy.
Unlike formal diplomatic negotiations, artistic collaboration allows countries and cultural
institutions to build international relationships through creative partnerships. Artistic
exchanges create networks among artists, curators, and cultural practitioners, which can lead
to long-term cultural cooperation. In this sense, artistic initiatives operate as informal
diplomatic channels that promote international cultural relations and mutual understanding.

Table 2. Functions of Art in Cultural Diplomacy

Function of Art Explanation

Cultural Artistic works enable the exchange of cultural narratives and perspectives across

Communication societies.

Cultural Solidarity Art expresses empathy and support for communities affected by global conflict.

Soft Diplomacy Artistic collaboration strengthens international cultural relations through non-
political engagement.

Cultural Art introduces national cultural identity to global audiences.

Representation

Source: Based on analysis of the collaboration between the Jakarta Arts Council and the
Ukrainian Institute, 2024

Table 2 illustrates the key functions of art within cultural diplomacy initiatives. The
collaboration between the Jakarta Arts Council and the Ukrainian Institute demonstrates how
artistic programs can serve multiple diplomatic roles simultaneously, including
communication, solidarity, representation, and international cultural engagement. Through
these functions, art becomes a powerful instrument for sustaining intercultural dialogue even
during periods of global uncertainty.

Challenges in Ethical Cultural Collaboration

Despite the positive contributions of artistic collaboration to cultural diplomacy, several
challenges may arise when cultural institutions engage in international cooperation during
periods of geopolitical tension. These challenges are often related to political sensitivity,
cultural representation, and institutional limitations that influence how artistic initiatives are
organized and interpreted by audiences. In the collaboration between the Jakarta Arts Council
and the Ukrainian Institute, these challenges required careful consideration to ensure that the
artistic programs remained ethically grounded and culturally respectful.

One of the primary challenges is political sensitivity. Because cultural collaboration took
place during an ongoing geopolitical conflict involving Ukraine, the organizers had to ensure
that artistic events were framed as cultural dialogue rather than political statements. Cultural
institutions must maintain a balance between expressing solidarity and avoiding activities that
might be perceived as political advocacy. This challenge requires careful communication
strategies in presenting artistic works to international audiences.

Another challenge concerns cultural representation and interpretation. Artistic works
often carry symbolic meanings that may be interpreted differently by audiences from diverse
cultural backgrounds. Cultural institutions therefore need to ensure that artworks and
performances accurately represent the cultural narratives they intend to communicate.
Misinterpretation or oversimplification of cultural themes may lead to misunderstandings that
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could affect the diplomatic goals of the collaboration.

Institutional and organizational constraints also represent important challenges in
international cultural cooperation. These may include logistical limitations, differences in
institutional policies, funding constraints, and coordination between international partners.
Cultural diplomacy initiatives frequently involve multiple stakeholders, including artists,
curators, cultural administrators, and international partners. Ensuring effective coordination
among these actors requires strong institutional communication and organizational planning.

Global Conflict Context

|
| | | |
Political Cultural Institutional
Sensitivity Fepresentation Constraints

Ethical Cultural Collaboration

Figure 2. Challenges of Cultural Collaboration in Conflict Context

Figure 2 illustrates the key challenges encountered in international artistic collaboration
during conflict situations. Political sensitivity, cultural representation, and institutional
constraints interact within the broader global conflict context, influencing how cultural
diplomacy initiatives are implemented. Understanding these challenges is essential for cultural
institutions seeking to maintain ethical artistic collaboration while promoting intercultural
dialogue and international cultural cooperation.

Contribution of the Collaboration to Cultural Diplomacy

The collaboration between the Jakarta Arts Council and the Ukrainian Institute
demonstrates how artistic partnerships can contribute significantly to strengthening cultural
diplomacy between countries. Through artistic initiatives such as exhibitions, cultural
discussions, and performances, the collaboration created opportunities for cultural exchange
that allowed audiences from Indonesia to engage with Ukrainian culture while simultaneously
promoting intercultural understanding.

One of the major contributions of this collaboration is the strengthening of international
cultural relations. By facilitating artistic cooperation between Indonesian and Ukrainian
cultural institutions, the programs helped expand cultural networks and open new opportunities
for future artistic partnerships. Such collaborations allow cultural institutions to develop long-
term relationships that extend beyond individual cultural events.

In addition, the collaboration contributed to promoting intercultural dialogue among
artists, cultural practitioners, and audiences. Artistic platforms provided spaces where cultural
narratives, historical experiences, and creative expressions could be shared and interpreted by
diverse audiences. These exchanges encourage greater cultural awareness and mutual respect
between societies with different cultural backgrounds.

Another important contribution is the expansion of international cultural networks.
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Through collaborative artistic initiatives, artists and cultural institutions were able to connect
with broader international communities. This networking process supports the development of
global artistic collaboration and enhances the role of cultural institutions in international
cultural diplomacy.

Table 3. Impact of Artistic Cultural Diplomacy Collaboration

Impact Area Contribution

Cultural Relations  Strengthening cultural ties between Indonesia and Ukraine through artistic
collaboration.

Intercultural Encouraging communication and cultural understanding between artists and audiences

Dialogue from different countries.

Cultural Expanding international partnerships among cultural institutions and artists.

Networking

Cultural Awareness Increasing public awareness of Ukrainian culture in Indonesia through artistic
programs.
Source: Analysis of the collaboration outcomes between the Jakarta Arts Council and the

Ukrainian Institute, 2024

Table 3 highlights the key impacts generated by the artistic collaboration. The findings
indicate that cultural cooperation between the Jakarta Arts Council and the Ukrainian Institute
has played an important role in strengthening cultural diplomacy, expanding international
artistic networks, and fostering intercultural dialogue. These outcomes demonstrate how art
can function as an effective medium for cultural diplomacy, particularly in times when global
political relations face significant challenges.Top of Form.

Discussion

The findings of this study demonstrate that artistic collaboration between cultural
institutions can function as an effective form of cultural diplomacy, particularly in complex
geopolitical contexts. The collaboration between the Jakarta Arts Council and the Ukrainian
Institute illustrates how cultural initiatives can facilitate dialogue and cultural exchange even
when global political tensions persist. From the author’s perspective, the collaboration reflects
a strategic effort to utilize artistic platforms as instruments of intercultural engagement that
emphasize communication, mutual respect, and shared cultural values.

The role of art in this collaboration supports the concept of soft power introduced by
Joseph S. Nye Jr., who argues that culture can serve as a powerful resource in shaping
international perceptions and relationships. Through exhibitions, performances, and cultural
dialogue, the collaboration allowed Ukrainian cultural narratives to be presented to Indonesian
audiences, thereby strengthening cultural understanding and international cultural relations. In
this context, artistic expression functions not only as cultural production but also as a
diplomatic resource capable of influencing global cultural engagement.

Furthermore, the results indicate that ethical considerations are essential in guiding
cultural cooperation during periods of conflict. The author argues that maintaining ethical
principles such as cultural respect, neutrality, and dialogue enables cultural institutions to avoid
the politicization of artistic platforms while still promoting solidarity and cultural awareness.
This perspective aligns with the cosmopolitan ethics proposed by Kwame Anthony Appiah,
which emphasizes the importance of mutual respect and intercultural understanding in an
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interconnected global society. Ethical cultural collaboration therefore becomes a foundation
for sustainable cultural diplomacy that prioritizes dialogue rather than political confrontation.

The findings also reinforce arguments in cultural diplomacy studies that emphasize the
growing role of cultural institutions in international relations. According to Nicholas J. Cull,
cultural diplomacy represents a key component of public diplomacy because it engages foreign
publics through cultural experiences rather than formal political communication. The
collaboration analyzed in this study demonstrates how cultural institutions can operate as
diplomatic actors by organizing artistic programs that foster international cultural engagement.

In addition, the study reveals that artistic collaboration contributes to the development of
international cultural networks. From the author’s interpretation, such networks play an
important role in sustaining long-term cultural diplomacy initiatives beyond individual events
or projects. Cultural exchanges between artists, curators, and cultural administrators help
establish connections that may lead to future collaborative initiatives and international
partnerships. This observation supports the argument of James Pamment that cultural
diplomacy in the contemporary era increasingly involves non-state actors such as cultural
institutions, artists, and creative communities.

Despite these positive contributions, the study also identifies several challenges that
cultural institutions must navigate when engaging in international collaboration during conflict
situations. Political sensitivity, cultural representation, and institutional constraints can
influence how artistic initiatives are perceived by audiences and stakeholders. The author
argues that addressing these challenges requires careful communication strategies and ethical
awareness in the design of cultural programs. In this regard, international cultural policy
frameworks developed by UNESCO emphasize the importance of promoting cultural diversity,
dialogue, and responsible cultural exchange in global cultural cooperation.

Overall, the discussion highlights that artistic collaboration between cultural institutions
has the potential to strengthen cultural diplomacy, expand intercultural dialogue, and promote
international cultural understanding. The collaboration between the Jakarta Arts Council and
the Ukrainian Institute demonstrates that art can function as a bridge connecting societies even
in times of global uncertainty. By integrating ethical considerations with artistic diplomacy,
cultural institutions can contribute to building more inclusive and dialogic forms of
international cultural engagement.

CONCLUSION

This study examined the ethical dimensions of artistic collaboration within cultural
diplomacy through the 2024 partnership between the Jakarta Arts Council and the Ukrainian
Institute, finding that such collaboration functioned as an effective instrument for fostering
intercultural dialogue, strengthening cultural relations, and expanding international artistic
networks. Programs including exhibitions, discussions, and performances enabled meaningful
cultural exchange, allowing Indonesian audiences to engage with Ukrainian cultural narratives
while promoting mutual understanding. The study also emphasized that ethical principles—
such as respect for cultural diversity, political neutrality, and the promotion of dialogue—were
essential in ensuring that artistic initiatives remained constructive rather than confrontational,
even amid political sensitivities and coordination challenges. Overall, the findings
demonstrated that art could act as a bridge between societies during periods of global
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uncertainty and that integrating ethical frameworks can enhance sustainable cultural
cooperation. Future research could further investigate similar cross-regional collaborations or
conduct comparative studies across different geopolitical contexts to deepen understanding of
how ethical practices in cultural diplomacy adapt to varying political and cultural
environments.

REFERENCES

Ang, 1. (2015). Cultural diplomacy: Beyond the national interest? International Journal of
Cultural Policy, 21(4), 365-381. https://doi.org/10.1080/10286632.2015.1042474

Appiah, K. A. (2006). Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a world of strangers. W. W. Norton &
Company.

Arndt, R. T. (2005). The first resort of kings: American cultural diplomacy in the twentieth
century. Potomac Books.

Atta, M., & Siddiq, S. (2023). Bridging divides: The transformative power of inclusive cultural
diplomacy in shaping global relations. Journal of Quranic and Social Studies, 3(2), 106—
118.

Belfiore, E. (2022). Cultural diplomacy in times of crisis: The role of arts in international
relations.  International  Journal  of  Cultural  Policy, 28(5), 563-576.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10286632.2022.2030120

Cabauatan, A. J. (2024). Diplomacy and diversity: Navigating cultural complexity in
international relations. Alexis Jose Cabauatan.

Chaban, N. (2020). EU cultural diplomacy in conflict and crisis situations. Place Branding and
Public Diplomacy, 16(2), 107—115. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41254-019-00154-0

Clarke, D. (2016). Theorizing the role of cultural products in cultural diplomacy. International
Journal of Cultural Policy, 22(2), 147-163.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10286632.2014.958481

Cooper, A. F. (2010). Cultural diplomacy and global governance. International Affairs, 86(1),
167-183. https://doi.org/10.1111/1.1468-2346.2010.00873 .x

Cull, N. J. (2008). Public diplomacy: Taxonomies and histories. The ANNALS of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science, 616(1), 31-54.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0002716207311952

Cummings, M. C. (2003). Cultural diplomacy and the United States government: A survey.
Center for Arts and Culture.

Dewan Kesenian Jakarta. (2024). Profile and international cooperation programs.
https://dkj.or.id/

Enaim, R. (2023). Cultural diplomacy’s effectiveness in boosting mutual understanding.
International Journal of Linguistics, Literature and Translation.

Gienow-Hecht, J. C. E. (2010). Cultural diplomacy in Europe: Between the domestic and the
international. Springer.

Kimani, T. (2023). The impact of cultural diplomacy on perceptions of foreign policy. Global
Journal of International Relations, 1(1), 1-12.

Leonard, M. (2002). Public diplomacy. Foreign Policy Centre.

Nussbaum, M. C. (2019). The cosmopolitan tradition: A noble but flawed ideal. Harvard
University Press.

Nye, J. S., Jr. (2004). Soft power: The means to success in world politics. PublicAffairs.

Pamment, J. (2013). New public diplomacy in the 21st century: A comparative study of policy
and practice. Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203084220

Pankieiev, O. (2021). Cultural diplomacy of Ukraine in the context of hybrid war. European
Foreign Affairs Review, 26(2), 191-208.

1246 | Jurnal Sosial dan Teknologi


https://doi.org/10.1080/10286632.2015.1042474
https://doi.org/10.1080/10286632.2022.2030120
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41254-019-00154-0
https://doi.org/10.1080/10286632.2014.958481
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2346.2010.00873.x
https://doi.org/10.1177/0002716207311952
https://dkj.or.id/
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203084220

Ethics of Artistic Collaboration in Cultural Diplomacy Amid Global Conflict: The Collaboration Between the
Jakarta Arts Council (DKJ) and the Ukrainian Institute in 2024

Saaida, M. B. E. (2023). The role of culture and identity in international relations. East African
Journal of Education and Social Sciences, 4(1), 49-57.

Samira, E.-A., & Karfa, A. E. L. (2024). The role of cultural exchange in the development of
intercultural competence in the context of cultural diplomacy. Journal of Humanities and
Social Sciences Studies, 6(1), 62—70.

Schneider, C. P. (2006). Cultural diplomacy: Hard to define, but you’d know it if you saw it.
Brown Journal of World Affairs, 13(1), 191-203.

Ukrainian Institute. (2024). Annual report and international cultural cooperation programs.
https://ui.org.ua/

UNESCO. (2005). Convention on the protection and promotion of the diversity of cultural
expressions. UNESCO Publishing.

UNESCO. (2018). Reshaping cultural policies: Advancing creativity for development.
UNESCO Publishing.

Zlotnyk, O., Borysova, S., Lytvynov, V., Lytvynov, O., & Poluboiaryna, 1. (2024). Musical art
as a facilitator of cultural diplomacy and international relations. Revista Amazonia
Investiga, 13(84), 197-205.

1247 | Jurnal Sosial dan Teknologi


https://ui.org.ua/

